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FOHR is pleased to announce that
the 2008 Washington Homes Tour was
an unqualified success! Over 350

people from the tri-state area and the Cedar Lawn |}

District of Columbia came to Charl
Town to see Happy Retred
Harewood, Cedar Lawn and Besllg

Held on the same day as
Charles Town
celebration, the tour was one of
several activities going on around
Jefferson County that observed the rich
and varied culture and history that we
have in our community. The
overwhelming support for this first time
-project is evidence that the public does
value and respect the legacy left to us
by our forefathers.

Thanks to everyone who helped us
with the preparations for this special
event. Chairwoman Robin Huyett
Thomas did a fabulous job of planning
and organizing each detail, and left no
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stone unturned to make sure that our
guests would have a memorable
experience. Members of the Dolley
Madison Garden Club provided flower
arrangements for several of the homes,
and Nancy Alfriend also assisted with
flower arrangements and decorations
at several stops.

There was a huge amount of
community support, for which we are

very grateful. Corporate sponsors
included the Bank of Charles Town. the

Holiday Inn Express, Summit Point
Raceway and Vital Signs, and
helped to defray the expenses
involved with putting on the tour.
Reese’s Nursery provided
landscaping materials that decorated
the entrance to each home, and
members of the board of FOHR
assembled to help place the plants and
flowers. The City of Charles Town and
the Jefferson County CVB assisted with
publicity for the event, as did Valley
Homes and Style Magazine.

Support for the tour enabled FOHR
to continue its operations through the
end of this year. We appreciate the
wonderful turnout and the support of
the community as we continue to work
towards our goal of purchasing Happy
Retreat.
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FOHR wishes to thank Clarence and Jeff Haymaker of Comniat®ealty and ReMax First Realty for their donation of officpace at
322 West Washington Street in Charles Town, so that FOHR wdave a place to call home. We appreciate the warmth and
hospitality that we have received since we have been |ddhiere. Having a presence there has allowed FOHR to h&ebable to
interact with the public and to pursue our goal of purchasing pfay Retreat on a daily basis.
Our thanks and appreciation go out to them along with best wisfar a prosperous New Year.



Nancy Alfriend puts the finishing touches on
the beautiful floral topiaries she created for
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With so much history in
Jefferson County | can't help
wanting to share what we at
FOHR have found.

One of the books | would
like to make you aware of is
George Washington and the
Virginia Backcountry by
Warren R. Hofstra. In this
book there is an article by our
friend Philander Chase,
of the University of
Virginia. The article is titled

A Stake in the West: George
Washington as Backcountry
Surveyor and
Landowner. This article gives
a great insight to what George
Washington's presence meant
to our area. This book is
available from the Mount

Vernon Bookstore.  Also
available from the Mount

Vernon Bookstore is a
paperback abridged version of
the Diaries of George
Washington edited by

Dorothy Towhig. Very easy
and enjoyable reading.

| can't tell you too many
times the enjoyment you will
get from The Washingtons and
Their Homes by John
Wayland. This book is
available at The Old Charles
Town Library. Because the
library’s edition is rare, you
cannot sign it out, but it's well
worth the visit to the library
to have a look at it. You can

read about all our local
Washingtons and where they
lived. If you are a serious
reader, contact our Friends of
Happy Retreat Office and |
can tell how to obtain your
own copy.

Happy Reading!
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How well do you know the history of the Washington familimarles Town, WV? Find the names of family
members, homes, and streets that are important tethiade of Charles Town and Jefferson County.
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